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PREFACE

AmishvsettlementviniIllinois conslst of attendance a# a

~ one-room elementary‘échool half of whose pupiis_were;

| vAmigh, fesidenngon:the fringes of the Amish;sgttlement,
and ele#en»yeaig:bf‘teaching Amish pupils._QVéry_éarly-
in the work I discovered that the 1nformati6ﬁ accumulated
by me during-that time was of a very limited and super-
ficlal nature,
Ing privilege toimake a serious study of thils uniqﬁe and
femarkable,ethnié group under!the invaluable guldance of
my advisor, Dt.“ﬁaliaé Price.

The 1ncluéion of so much historical ﬁaterial, none of
which 1s orlginal, was necessary to an understanding of
the present behavior of the Amish people. Iheirs is a
soclety determined'by traditions whose rdots are‘deeply
and tenaciously anchored in the past.

My thanks go to Dr. Price for the encouragement given
to me and for the pétient checking ofaevery point, with-
out which, this work would not have been completed. It
is with trepldation that any more acknowledgments are
even attempted éince I am indebted to so meny people for

the l1deas that have been incorporated here.

My qualificatidns for making a study of the 0ld Order

It has been a most fascinating and reward-

i.
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Ine?ordinary citizens of these United States have an
Anglo-European heritage which was more or lees thoroughly
reworked and transformed by.the influence'o£~the Frontier.
fur;megnificentﬁcommunications system has enabled our. . .
;population to erase most of the slight differences in
peech and customs which formerly identified residents of
geographical regions. The Amish-Mennonites basic objec-
‘tive has always been to maintain non-confornity to the
uays of the world. \Stubborn resistancefto changes and
eciouq clinging to their way of 1ife seem to them to b€

o A

rat:4from worldliness is to be achieved. .{}L;

S TR
ﬂdeveleps into mild affront and resentment. How can anyone“




simpathy and respect.w- .
There are Amish-Mennonite communities in many states.
The one'surrounding the village of Arthur, Illinois, is
object ofathis~study. Some of the integrating and
iisintegrating forces bearing upon the area and: bringing»

uthchanges will be presented

_figriculturally the area is part of the East Central 7
Illinois Gash Grain Region, the general characteristics of
Yhich%will be mentloned. The contrasts to the remainder of
the region in the manner of land use and occupancy to be’
tound in the Amish-Mennonite settlement will be described -
andianalyzed. Reasons for”thehdifferences‘uiil be pro-'
;posed developed and evaluated. Trends in farming methods,

lize of farms, and human and livestock populations in the

;g?dsh-nennonite area in contrast to its surrounding region :
; g{' ; oW . . i

rtillsbe studied. ;
h w is the agrioultural land use in the Amish-Mennonite

t changes have occurred in the rest of the region? What
changes have occurred in the density of human and livestock
pnlations? How and why have farming methods changed
during the past generation on Amish-Mennonite and non-

h fatﬂﬂ? Hhat pressures have impelled the changes




problem will be discussed and 1nterpreted.

ey -,"" ;‘;ﬁ S ey

changes have been discovered in




CHAPTER I

NATURE OF AREA

ggoetion. The 1oeations of the 01d Order:Amish settle-~
ents‘inhnineteen states and the Province of Ontario are
shown on page 4a.‘ The Old Order Amish colony in the vicin-
1ty of Arthur 1s the only one 1n Illinois.z Plate I, the
frontispiece, shows the Amish-Mennonite settlement in I1-
linois in detail. ‘Ite location in the East Central Illi-
nois Cash-Grain Reglon is shown on the map, page 5a, The
veast side of Moultrie County, the southeast corner of Doug-
las County, and the northwest corner of Coles County are
Sincluded. The east-west extent is twenty-one miles and the

north-south, nineteen miles, with an area of three hundred

(f

Asoventy-five square miles. R e Er
( 'Climate. The East-Central Illinois cesh-Grain Region
has the Corn-Belt Type of climate. Its usually adeQu;;e
‘rainfall is well distributed over\the entire year. The
grouing season 1s 176 days on the average. The hot nights
”required by corn in midusmmer always arrive. |
landforms. The landforms in the area under considera-

‘tion arekthe result of ‘the Wisconsin glacliation. Arthur,
,Illinois lies between the Shelbyville and Cerro Gordo
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ﬂraines but the surrounding 1and surface exh%bitsllitt
y 1cal swell-and-swale configuration o of rr .
‘g;ntly gleeiated areas.~ Ihe land 1is. nearly 1eve1, and the
:11tt1;’swells are not visible to the_layman observer. The
vation near the boundaries of the mapped area shown on

‘are.;‘Tuseola, 649 feet; Atwood, 684 feet; Lov- i

ne swele and Tuscola 1s in another.~ The relative relief
the entire 375 square mile area 1is only 35 feet. : e
The Kaskaskia River and 1its tributaries,iLake Fork
ohnathan Creek, and another little creek kﬁown locally by
the eloquently descriptive name, The Slough, provide the
1=maturely developed and. quite 1nadequate natural drainage
Cot the territory around Arthur. Topographical maps pre-
ed’by the Illinois Geological Survey with a contour in-
\ | of ten feet are not very useful to the Soil Conser-
tlon Service personnel and others who work with the Lothe
1§ege problem of the area. The nickname, "The Big '
iongh" for the part of the combined: basins of the Kaskas-
nnd Embarrass Rlvers lying north of the Shelbyville
lbraine was well deserved

VAZELILELEL_QEELQQEQ. Underdrainage by means of tile

i e

,tP’ only practical and successful means of drainage in

4tha Glenn T., An Introduction to Weather and Climate,
Tavw Hill Company, New York, 1943. p. 472




h tilekdrains arose.maOur laws fol-

tricte ‘and prorate costs in proportion 'bo benefits re-
" The' law ie very specific about details of organiz-
a.nd financing dra.inage districts. The commissioners,

t‘hctad by the voters, have taxing power, but 4t 1is not a - -

mtinuing power such as township officials and school

per legal phraseology, the drainage district commission-

T

(uaually leave that part of it to an experienced lawyer.

S

torview with W. E.Larabee, July 14 1960




noords anvelevation of 653 feet. The mark one mile due
mt of ?that is 652. The edge of the. river valley about

es to. ‘the east has an- elevation of 650 feet. Thue

ﬁe Iirat ditches were dug with Plows with slip- |
pers pulled by horses.u In the Year. 1900 a steam< -

povered dredger was hired. 5 The operator had a hole dug ‘at
he head of the ditch, one mile east and three and one-
hllf miles south of Arthur. ‘A dredge-boat was built from
pll.nke ”right on the spot and’ the machinery was hauled over-
snd and inetalled on .the boat.: The steam shovel then dug

_ el in which the boat ‘floated. If the ditch dried

o wWas. frozen, work had to be discontinued until the
1

:at\could move. The cost was burdensome. In 1886 a

pdwered floating dipper‘ cost from $5,000 to 323,000,

lpcnding on its width, and required four men to operate, N
80 tﬁo dredging was: expensive.2 It was a great temptation
i12\:1:&11 tile too small in diameter and ditches too shal-
to.;, be efficient. ~4s costs for drainage ditch assess-

tileywere as much as 345 00 per acre on land

ev with Abraham J.. Yoder, July 27, 1961 . -
ating Machinery Used in Land Drainage, Technical '
etin ho.v 300, United States Department of Agriculture,p. 2




eliiag"diwsao,pp per acre, it took 5°@P;$iﬁeﬁf

‘It‘i; a matter of curiosity that no one knows‘
;hgrgwghaeentiie 1ipes were placed. The owners must,have
thougﬁf:that they could never forget the location of any-.'
;ﬁing which cost them so much 1n money; time, and back-
'ei;gk;ng labor. Still, no charts were made. The layling of
tile is still continued, buf the ditch 1is dug by Deisel-
gowarad machine and the tile must be hauled from Indiana.

S Gy S B

Soils and Natural Vegetation. The soll of the region is

llrgeiy of the Drummer and Flanagan classification, ranging
in oolor from browns to black. Drummer soils are found

oro the slope is less than 0.5%, and Flanagan solls oc;
cupyrthe slopes of 0.5% to 3.5%. Soil productivity ratings
are 1for the Drummer solls and 2 for the Flanagan solls.
érloil index of 95 is assigned to Drummer solls and 77..95

2

%o Tlanagan. "These soils are among the most productive in
W tate. . -

.l. !hompeon and P.E. Johnston, How Valuable Are the
ggéét,gf Central Illinois? Bulletin 550, University of Il-
o sr cultural Experiment Station, Urbana, Jan. 1952,p. 380

0. Ross. and H. C. M. Case, Types of Farming in
ois, Bulletin 601, University of Illinois Agricultural
or &ant Station, Urbana, Ullinois, April 1956, p. 47




Big bluestem,’ Androgogon“'

a;rasaas of the wet prairie._

was the dominant species. Organic matter from;» 

gavs the soils their dark -color, The dark colored~"
1 :

olls in the area are highly productive;«Q'The organic

most important con-

condition, or good
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'HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT

ghe Amigh-Mennmonite Faith. It will be impossible to

“than a brief history of the Amish-Mennonite de-
ltion in thls study. It is necessary to‘call atteﬁ-
oejto the long story of faith in spite of persecutions
in the paet in order to explain the present tenacious _
1e11n51ng to the old ways. Many excellent books have been
1eitten on the subject and the Mennonite Encyclopedia

'"!he Iollowing account 1s abridged from'”A Centennial
‘ltory of the Mennonites of Illinois,: 1829—-1929" by Harry
‘Veaver, pages 4 to 15: .
**:i; Amish-Mennonite movement began with the Anabaptists,
. oflthe four major groups of the Reformation of the six-
v}elath”eentury. The Mennonites were dissetisfied with
éﬁinsli, the leader of the Reformed movement in Zurich.

_ dhey designated themselves as "Brethern"...It was their
enent ":who celled them Anabaptists, which means rebap-
,f‘r'.”beeauee they believed that baptism of infants 1s

lnluttieient. They also disagreed with the foundation or

2 hnrdhes, Luthern and Reformed, as state churches.




R g

rsnlato and nni.fy the various views. . This conference:.««

een namsd__he Martyrs Synod" ; because 1n a. :‘Eew years

sost of those who attended met a martyr B death.

:ho oonfession of i'aith consists of seven tenets and ™.

e,
o
o
st

b.\m.

doun’t seen very radical to a present-day Protestant. It

uﬁm belief in baptism of those who have made up thelr
Anl.nds to request 1t, excommunlcation of non-repentant )
uxbors who have fallen into sin, the separation of the (f
Mtlans .from worldly things, - the need for a.good: minl- )

i-.

Vtorr each congregation, the re:jection of participa- ‘}

nln govornments or in military service, and the forbid-,/

ungﬁot all oaths, The movement was scattered by relent

hn porseoution. Only the non-resistants survlved.
Rumo Simons and Dirk Philips Joined the Anabaptists\ 1n
The writlngs of both men are still used by the

Menno Simons was a catholic priest. His

r"he' left the Ohurc;h‘was one of keeping on the

‘x'ry "r. Veber, a onit
M Mennonite ;Publishlng House,
bottdale Pennsylvania, p. 4




was madewin“1529 by the Swiss Mennonites. The auth-

i:t M!hQZOOmplete Wbrks of’ Menno- Simons" athe‘"martyr's'

1&0>lnabaptiats from 1524 to 1660, At least 4001 burnings

féber,'&-centennial History of the Mennonites
829--1929, Mennonite Publishing House,
o, Pennsylvania, PP. 4--15:.

b e Lo e e

w>‘. B. Hlller, Pioneer Iife of Our Anoestors, The
‘ Oreek, Ohio, January 31, 19 1




severing o:t 11m'bs, and other atroeities

;ood eseription. The men who wrote 'bhe words were in

1gion, as well as a haunting sadness.

In 16715moet of the Mennonites were forced to leave Swit-

mland,‘._‘ The government of Turkey was at war with Venice
the time, and ell the Mennonite men "who could be found
e sold to Turkey as salley slaves." 2.. The rest ﬂed«to"sv
inate on the Upper Rhine. [The Count of the Pala-
to m ;,t_ have been sympathetic to them, or at least
bhnnt’or them. _ Only in Holland was there enough freedom
lllow a moderate prosperity for the Mennonites. -

!ho, divieion of the Mennonite Church which took place

68 ;zae never been completely restored. A fiery leader
the cnureh in Holland, Jacob Amman, thought that all con-

tions _Were insufficiently strict in administering the

ban or "Meidung", can be literally translated as

:Hostetler. Annotated Bibliography on the Amish,
Publieh.‘l.ng House, Scottdale, Pennsylvania, 1951,

e L g, s

L BEE LT SR SRR ¥ s—ﬁ*

J. B, ‘Hlller, Pioneer Life of Our Ancestors. The-
Iebmry 2, 1961
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Ammon ‘ithonght that 1t should be applied Vdai]:y

cets of 1ife, and not just to communion only

alled 't‘hemselves Amish Mennonites. This
f‘g;;mstion continued until 1865 when all except three '
ups reunited with the mailn branch of the Mennonite

The most onservative of the three called them-

rder Ami h, and 1t is this group which is of

ot ar, interest to us 4n this study.f_ Only a powerful
g.ngious conviction could keep a group together in such a
quo1y old-fashioned pattern oi‘ la.nd use and such dis-
u.nctive behaviour patterns. It is the Old Order Amish who
;i'n the special character to the rural area they occupy.

: inish-Mennonite Emlgration to America, Agents of

I'mlilnprenn invited Mennonites to settle in Pennsylvania.

The tirat settlement was made near Germantown in 1683, -

3 the main stream of immigretion to- America did not be-
un il ai‘ter 1700.

!he Amish—Mennonites had been expected, as provided by
‘!ho; Poaoe of Westphalia in 1648 to follow the Counts of
Palatinate in the respective religions., Each of the

) e' successive Counts in the last hali’ of the seventeenth
’ ttu'y had a different religion and none of them was sym-
thotio regarding the Amish. Queen Anne of England be~
interested in their plight. Thinking these people
BQKO good settlers in the colonies, she had a pam-
)repa.red for circulation in the Palatinate. The




aeemed tc the good queen that every 1nhab1tant of
1ne accepted her offer of a new life in Ameri
: 1‘10" 000 people were able tc reach England.
&l!annonitesﬂinnﬁolland helped them financially. The
ere questioned classified, and all the Catholics'

aant bac‘k to German,y Ma:a.y weavers were sent to
:rglmd where their skills were needed. More than 2,000
ple, 1nc1uding about 450 Amish, were crowded on board

The hardships ‘of the ocean voyage were not

lnt which they were to endure.

¥hen 'i:he ships arrived at New York City, the Mish
mch'upset when they fcund cut that they Would be
'bjeot fo military service. The caly alternative was to
:'Xn the frcntier. They set out for the queen’s
i in tthe Scholarie Valley west of Albany, pulling
ihlx'v neagcr possessions on sleds. The homes which they
.d out of the raw wilderness had to be given up after
%Q A}nc 8 death & few years}later.vr »*Agents cf the gcv-f?w
r of New York found a defect in the "titlc to the land
. Yalon 'l}he hﬁd given to 'l:he Am:l.sh. Whenwjfhe gcvernor of -

vngia saw the homeles_s A.mish in Albany, he invited
make new homes in his state.




another. eary,'varland Journey. the Amish esta

New orkxand dock at Ehiladelphia instead. -
;x'was...in.Berks County...that manyﬁor‘theupresentv

s old Anish customs were originally founded. _One of
‘ao...is the custom of holding their meetings for wor-
»’ 1n their homea from place to place, - This was also
1r'old cuatom at one time in Europe, which first ori-
ted from Jaoob Ammon, who on Dec. 23, 1693, issued an ;‘
er to hié congregation that he would not permit his
cwura to build costly tenmples, either grand or modest,
L) wnuld worshlip God in a humble way as did Abraham
the patriarchs.“1

!ii%kuatom of seiving lunch after church services origi-
ngrlp Berks County, too. Since the members of the

h ;ere quite scattered, and could hardly be called a
ﬁay;mit required a long time for people to make the trip
the house at which the services were_held,;>nbst of them

so on foot. They would carry a8 basket of lunch

g at first but it was less of a burden on the members

2 L

vKiller, op. cit., Feb. 9, 1951




Poopl on‘c tho 'l‘ulpehocken. 'l'he three hundred whites

y ula ed' areas in Pennsylvania. After

"”‘med)to“their former homes, but nearly all’ the Amish
ottl‘od; in other places. Most of them located-on the Lime-
toao Plain of Lancaster County where their descendents
. to this day.
v!ho land on the Lancaster Limestone Plain was good and
hioh prospered. They were excellent farmers and used

p 'otices such as’ "diversified i‘arming, rotation

_ vdravo heavily on the work of Frank Eshleman. The
le as woll as the content of the conclusion of his ar-
ot Pebruary 16,1961, is of interest, ‘with 1ts strong
uonll appeal for pity and sympathy towards his people:
h ‘lhloman 's record of Pennsylvania we find many

ﬁh ) Kollmorgan, Culture of a Contemporary Rural
gunl Rural Life Studles:%4; United States Department
‘snculturo, Washington, D.C., 1942, p.5




eresting and touching stories, how large mumbers of

all .their lives. Frank Eshleman ‘Was & native from Canton.

‘ Bern. Switzerland, where most of our Mennonite and- Amish |
estors once lived. After some years of experience with

pioneer life in' Pennsylvania, he made 2 careful study

ud'infestigation of the homelands in Switzerland. This
einded the hardships and sufferings among the christians
moughout Europe, how they fled from their home to e~ "
oape perseoutions and martyrdoms, how they migrated on -
foot to the Palatinate sections in Europe, where they be-
oeme pooOr homeless servants. How they were 1ater again
driven from thelr homes in the Palatinates and how real
they suffered on. the long and dangerous voyages on the sea,
.ho relates 3 how they hoped and longed to find some little
omo in Pennsylvania where they eould 1ive a peaceful L ’
1ife in religious freedom and where they could teach
their children the true doctrines of the Bible.  They 1le- (
ter consldered the hardships of ploneer life 1n the wilder-
ness of Pennsylvania nothing compared with the terrible .
partyrdoms which theyi_;had 80 long suffered for many, many
years in Europe."1~ ,» San L AT ot s RS “ ,

No sentimentality enters .into the follotring appraisai

0f the Amish spirit: "The tenacious way in which the old




has“been maintained probably comes chiefly :trom their

t misunderstanding, persecution, and death. -+

irong semse of martyrdom is seared into the memory of the

imish, and this doeéfﬁﬁch to tie‘them together and to make

them look with apprehension and disapproval at the 'world' |

Since the Bible says repeatedly that the chosen people

' the Lord shall suffer persecution, the Amish regard

heir mistreatment by various government agencies as proof

g.their being selected by God. Recent difficulties with-
“boards, with the Social Security Agency, and with the

ocal school board over consolidation give welght to that

onvi ction. R

The same motives which impelled all the westward movement

£ individuals applied to the Amish. Religious persecution

1onger existed, and evangelistic zeal ‘had never been part

£ their heritage. The Amishmoved west to Illinois for

!he Amish divislion of the Mennonite Church was never

- large in numbers. The migration to Pernsylvania began

Oli‘ly inthe eighteenth century and was completed by thé end

£ that oentury " No ‘Amish congregations exist in Europe

dai; Many of the colonies which are found in various

tatee were founded by members of the :Pennsylvania. There
a 1arge immigration of Amish .from Alsace in the nine-
1 th cen : a.nd & much larger immigration of Mennonites

‘torsxollmorgan, Culture of a Contemporary Rural Communi-
P.
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y am ! not. afi’ect the ,‘.A.rthu:r oommunity except indirectly,

Establishment of Arthur VColo_nl._‘ Weber's, acoount glves

thur, Illinois :

3 g .
U i}‘?i“ “‘::”'W k T et

i;mhe)first Of these (°1d Order Amish) people to eome to

Fos e En 'hmwv —l‘w ES

as and’ Moultrie Counties followed Bishop Joel Beachy
Grantsyille, Maryland and Moses Yoder o.t’ Summit Mills,
annsylvania, Who started west in June of the year 1864 to
d a 1ocation where they could farm without liming the
'oilf 'bei‘ore raising a crop. They had good farms in the i

eaet, but were tired of burning limestone and applying it

ry year to their soil. In starting west, Joel Beachy
1nﬁmind to locate in Wisconsin, while Moses Yoder

8 looked towards Missourl. After visiting both of these
ates an (fstarting homeward they arrived at ]?ana, I111-

13 one Saturday evening and decided to rest there over .
$"?a [ RN S .
dey.‘ When they walked out in the country as far as

b%v .54 @»«l*es

ma, the country 1ooked very promising to them. _; Monday

ALté"{:ﬂM B ki £ ‘id L

ing g they took the train .f.‘or Mattoon, then walked to

B s YA «ie

s 4-;

“ola, a distance oi’ fourteen miles, and there met Joel

A went home without buying =nd Teturned again in




eptember the same year.; Thie time ‘they were accompanie

‘fbaniel Miller and" Daniel Otto and others who had, urged_f

theientreaties of Ioder and Mlller, prepared to" go 1nto f
e new sections where they could be apart from the rest
‘Jehe world and together in ' a settlement of their own -
eople. The followere .of Yoder and Miller settled upon the
broken pririe around the 11ttle village of Arthur. Heo
ﬁaniel Miller bought ‘the Ike Cosler farm...(l mile

1t of Arthur, where Abe ‘Yoder lives at present), Moses
oder bought 160 acres (3% milee south and 1l miles east

b 4 Arthur, now owned by Sam’ Petereheim)...Moses Yoder then
ented this farm to Daniel Otto. In November when he

ane beok to pay for it he decided to buy another farm for
is own home. He purchased the Henry Cosler farm where
11ffd until his deatns” ‘(This farn'is owned By I Al
eru); On this trip Mbses Yoder also bought a section
t'rallnoed land at §8. 10 per acre. (The northeast cor-.
rot‘thie section now joins the village of Arthur.)

ater Joel Miller traded some 1and in Pennsylvania for the
thern 1 half of this section and moved on 1t in'the year
59 e he resided until hds death.;!gdé{~ SR B
3'hﬂflﬂ'}Bee Yoder and Joel Miller divided the section

and 1t was unbroken prairie sod.; Theneahad been an

,clal eurve of the entire state, of course “but there

y ?. Weber, ' ‘Centennial History. of the Mennonites of
1829-1929 » De 539




yas no uprofessional surveyor available to set the boundary
The men stepped o:,t v"the boundary of their respec-_y:
ive pfoperties. Later they b‘ought a surveyor 8 chain :° >
or their ow111 use, but the old approximation .didn't cause

N O

any discord.
"Hoses Yoder, Daniel Miller, and '.Daniel Otto with theilr
ios were the i’irst Amish emigrants to arrive in the
”@onity- ‘They 1anded (by train) at Arcola on March 3,
ps, i‘rom Summi'l: Mills, Pennsylvania, and Wére accompan-
;d by & Dunkard i‘amily by the name of Cornelius Hostetler,
also located in the vicinity of Arthur. Jonaa Je .
huffman and family arrived in the year of 1865 from Iowa.
nis farm was located 4 miles east and 2 mile north of "

hur and is now owned by Eli Kaui‘fman). Kauffman was
ained as minister in 1868, and as bishop in 1873. In

he and his family moved %o Oregon. S e o

’Bia.nd located on the Henry Cosler farm, now lmown as
isaao ‘Bartholomew farm. (The p\urchase is deécribed in
Douglas Gounty Book of Deeds as 80a «+ 80a + 30a + 60a,
‘prioe at 31310, or $5 25 per acre.’ Looated 4 miles
t:and 3 miles south of Arthur, it was sold to an out-

‘Da.niel Schrock and his family arrived from Holmes County,

Bterview with E11 M. Otto, July 17, 1961. . .




bhio, locating on the' ‘fa’rn:‘nows;cwned by J. Kauffman (lo-,;;_

cgted 3% miles east and ‘1-;- m.iles north of Arthur). .

wa.s ordained to.the ministryﬂ the same year and died in 1890
at the age of 62. New immigrants’ kept coming in until the
year 1888 when it was necessary to divide the church into
t}o districts. - R ! Lo
ihe prairie was being occupled very rapidly. As late
1855, titles to public 1a.nd -had to be obtalined at the
Pederal Land Office a.t Edwardsville' Illinois. A "land-
oi‘fioe business is a description still used for an enter-
prise having more work than it cen handle effortlessly. :
It was small wonder that the land office Was busy, for it
was selling one of the best bargains ever available to the
%er drainage, and 1t was priced at $2 65 per acre. With-
twenty years, the price had doubled and re-doubled and
s four times as much as it had been at the beginning of

,,,.i

fthe period. 7

o .

&ob_]_.ems of Early Settlers. Problems of'pioneering on

he prairie were many. Until the- invention of the steel

ov"by John Deere of Grand ]?rairie, Illinois. 4n 1837,
tghld"been impossible to 'brea.k the sod at all. ~Since then
' 'riohﬂsoil found beneath that dense mat of tough tang-
b”uestem roots has been 50 valuable for ag iculture

-» Weber, Centennial History of the Mennonites o:f
li 1829--19 2, P. 529




t there are only pitiful remnants of the original prair-
vegetation along the railroads, and there 1s none’ which :
not been greatly disturbed. R AT
bood for buildings and fuel had to be: hauled several
miles in some cases. -0ak grew only in the better drained’
ﬂa along the streems, while soft maple, sycamore. and
re found on the' narrow floodplains. It was‘desir-
o for a farmer to ovn some timber land as'weli‘as‘his'
estead on the prairie. ‘In'other”eases,éthe.pidneer

t his home in the woodland and went out on the prairie

‘In Spring, the wind blew relentlessly across the un-
rotected farms. "Uncie“ Sam Cox used to laugh as he told
'sicabin ndrthﬁest of Arthur. It was built of logs
ths spaces between the logs were plastered with the
clay. That black,laomy clay was not as suitable for
*tering as the clay available in" the timber.  The winds
-ing from the west and quickly picked out the crumb-
dxy‘ehinking from between the logs and deposited it
,the house. Mrs. Cox was Just a bride. She cried
vind blew black dust onto the’ table and the ‘food
band and the hired man could eat. The pota-
iberally 5prink1ed with specks ‘of bleek. ‘The -

ald’ comrorttngly, "Never mind ‘ma!' am.t It just

24




Many Am1de .farmsteads he.ve’ ﬁne windbreaks located on

sildes of, the buildings. Catalpa groves

rth and 'west
nly: : e ently elsewhere. The quiek growth

fenoel posts. The extensive hedges of Osage orange trees

» 'untrimmed- LERL Whore w :
The only other fenoing material in common use was split

18 hauled from “Ce timber. The barbed wire and woven
tenc:\ng was invented in the 1880 s; 1t simplified the
yoblems of protecting domestic anlmels and poultry from
ng a.nd of .protecting gardens, orchards, and crops
he ‘.animals. Bushy branches of trees were placed
the kitchen garden to keep the ,hens from dee-
ying 1t. Children were kept busy watching 1est an en~
etioc and cunning chicken should crawl through the make-
b 'bdrrier and spoil the vegetables that were such.
a1 - treete to the farm families. - L
Before artiriclal drainage was 1nsta11ed, crops could
ot be g‘own sucoessfully every year. Precipitation var-
é.mount and even moTe in. monthly distribution.

ns M'orop production was. .f;airly satis.factory,

many othors » ponds would .form 1n the lower ‘spotscand

mys would "drown out", Many plants cannot live if
ere without oxygen for several hours. 4 plo-

r ot thle vioinity often replied to his neighbor's
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e not Tcovered with water. Another farmer, after los-

to raise & crop just one more year. If he were

: uld move to Kansas where at 1east it

an;@early settlers suffered from disease as well as

;_q of crops until the swamps were drained. Some’.- of them
oalled the ailment "agger" (ague). Mr, Yoder called it
bliousness and maléria. It was worst in hot weather
an there were. ponds 1n the fields. One year in the

{ ’s, Dr. R:I.gley of Arthur was: exhausted by the

nds o/:f{ }calls in the country where so many of. his pa-
ents rere suf:fering from malaria. A»Instead of. . going all
home after a grueling round, he took the blanket

(Bcnoath his saddle, rolled up in it in 2 rall fence
usxd' got a little sleep while no one knew where to

“ew steadillv « ' The paftérn of its: p;rowth

';hrv‘iow with ‘Rev. Claude A. Temple, May 10, 1961

%‘wp*&“ "Qrm: i
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mp{ of the districts 1s distorted but the:lr relation-, -

1ncrcase 1n church districts can not be translatea

;: N
There 18 a.n average of S

s .@mum

o(

mctly 1nto pcpulation figures.

Dis-

S e Rl SNk <+ o

han ,\fifty to over one hundred
Attendance in congrega-

Only ldults are ‘church members.

mldm‘apiece. However, the steady increase in num-

. T Y [P
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*Koftﬁ Fairbanks District 76
’,s'uth Fairbanks District 79
North::l’rairie‘ District 122

~.‘Bourbon‘-:District 63

;Ghesterville District 63

South Prairie District oA

East Prairie District a9

Gooks Mill District 70

| (Total) 763

There are‘ at least six hundred children under eighteen

;;ﬂﬂ of age in the old Order Amish community._ Three hun-
M ohlldren are registered for the 1961-1962 school term,

234
42
10

15

’ (Total) - 298 |

! ‘Jeoting thia ﬁgure, 298 for the age group. T=-
s the tltimte o.f six hundred children was obtained.
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INFORMAL POPULATION CENSUS OF REPRESENTATIVE :

OLD ORDER AMISH FARMS-

5953

&

éhildren

1962
10

9

4

6
51

1962
4
4
.
4
3
4

Adults

1957 _
7
8

JChildren

per s8Q. mil .

Adﬁlfs

1957
2 |
2 .

- Density 54.5

plze
Tla.

- 1l16a,
| 80a.
90a.
118a.
80a.
66a.
1l7=a.
100a,
92 a,

alloa,

Ve g

Density 64
per sq. mi.

101 a,




the total population of the community is at least 1350.
rro:’ ‘the graph on page 29, showing the time involved in
mcrease of the number of church districts, it would |
.em that projections could be made. The population has
:aoublied every generation. The Amish do no missionary or

mgelistic work. Only a very few members are ‘Tecrulted-

.f marriage to anAmish ‘church: member. o I'b is due to»« R
thcir large families and the .fact that they are moderately
mcoessml in holding their young people tha‘b "they are
° ot the fastest growing denominations in America today"‘
In 1936 there were one hundred Amish congregations in
the United States with a membership of 9, 887. - By 1961
.u“e were two hu.ndred fifty congregaticns with a total
borshin of 17 666.3

Ho otler, Amish Lifa, Mennoni‘te Publishing‘”
250 _Bcottdale, Pennsylvania, 1952, Po"3 :

,f

i 'of tha Oensus, Rell ious Bodies, Vol. Ii, Part 2,
t of ”Intericr, Washington D, U., 1935. Pe 1025 -
088 D. Zook and Mervin Swartzentru‘ber, ‘Mennonite #snY
200X and Directory, 1961, Mennonite Publishing House, .

¢, Pernsylvania, 1961, P. 80 u: _ SR

">°£°“es who were non-Amish and Joined the church ar- I
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e discuasion 1sv11nserted_‘ at this time. . =3 e,, £ nin

een awareness o"‘ agic past together with an’ ob-,,
ewanoeddof many religious principles...is not the only
1deration which conditions the basic characteristics
the socio-rellgious community ‘of the 01d Order Amish,
swiss Brethren, the iorbears of the Amish, Were deter-
ed'»;‘bo break completely with the social order of the

’a.nd to readopt the soclal order of the early Christians )
11-, was described in the Blible, more particu:_l.arly in the
omon on the Mount and the New Testament in general. In
ghe 16th century this meant the creation o;i‘ a new social
rder. In this order or voluntary association of Christians
thj.ng was to vbe accepted or approved on the basis of |
pstom or law, but a.11 activi‘bies a:n.d prac'bices were to
based on the "Bible standard"v RN SRR TS

?The socio-freligious program of the Amish and the Mennon-
tee hinges to a remarkable degree on several Bible stand-
Itdrepresents an attempt to give literal 1nterore-
ion to Bibliea.li injJunctions concerning, for example,
eslstance, adult baptism, humility, nonconformity to
world, the unequal yoke with unbelievers, and disci-

e and unity. e TEmer i

"The 01d Order Amish are one of numerous nonresistant
rch groups, including the Quakers. ,They refuse to0 bear

or go to war, in accorda.nce with the Savior's command:

Y




=38f45" ‘Rom. 12: 17-21; 1II or. /

4.: This .principle also’:

by ga'rrom the prescribed order in dress, arrangement
.gmr, wagons, buggles, or other established customs

= are censored, in part, under the heading of pride, warned

, qnnst 1n Luke, 9:23; Phil., 2:5-11; I Peter 5:5-6.

‘ !ho Amish hold ‘that the church and the world are separ-
l.nd#istinct bodies, the first operating under the
sadership oi‘ Ghrist and the second under the leadership

tho :god of the world, the author of all 1niquity e
ormity, it is held, is obligatory 4in everything in
oh_ tandards of the world conflict with references to

uonts, drass, personal appointments, and home and

oonmiences. References cited are John 17:14-16;

1 'lon ntormity in apparel is one of the most consplcuous
hrol that sets the 0ld Order Amish apart. This non-
rlity is based on Rom. 12:1, 2 end I. Peter 1:14.

trdl misted upon in Christian apparel are that it
be (1) aubstantial Gen. 3:7,21; (2) modest, I Tim.




»

“I. Peter 3:3,4; and (3) economical, I Tim. 2:9,
3. There should be sex distinctlon in clo}thing
":5) The wearing of jewelry and expensive orna-
is prohibited (Isa. 3:16-24).. Women must wear a
1 head covering (I Cor. 11:1-16). Fashionable

re definitely worldly and sinful.

‘fance of organizations outside the church group ie‘
II Cor, 6:14 which reads: "3'.vBe ye not unequally

th un’oelievers: ".Jfor what vfeilowship hath righteous-~
unrighteousness? and what fenowship hath 1ight |
mess?" This admonition has served to prevent the -
joining formal organizations other than their |
ganizations; secret societies, and even farm or-
S, Marriage and business partnerships with

are similarly forbidden because of this principle.
participation in non-church organizations may in
T another 1ead to court action also serves to

uch involvments. Closely- associated with and

ing the admonition against the unequal yoke with

s is the principel of separation from the world
hese two principles serve to set them, although
1y they are closely associated with th outside |

e sake of maintainingjnniformity in o‘bserving
“from the world, avoiding" ‘the unequal yoke and




’ other church ractices, the Old Order Amish

bfhere arebf?many jmore general and specific provisions in
: g. Bihle which Vare observed literally by the 0ld Order
mgh. Bishops, ministers, and deacons, for. instance, ;

m selected by lot in accordance with Acts 1:24-26., Foot-
mhing is observed as preslcribed in John 13:1-17.' Wo=-
.do not brald their heir because of interpretation

'icad on I Tim. 2:3,9. Plctures end photOgraphs are pro-
ed because of Exodus 20:4, which. reads, "Thou shalt
t 'aake_unto thee any graven image.}

thhough Bible sta.udards explain many of the customs

the}‘A.mish they do not explain all of them. A heri-
from the past has left its mark. S¢me of the prac-
observed because of the principle of nohconformity
lerely a perpetuation of historicalv customs. " Marrled-
’ for example, are required to grow a beard, but must
the t;pper 1ip. In Europe the mustache was for o
u“,' the distinctive badge of the soldier. It was
te Mt_ural, therefore, for a nonresistant people to

d thiesymbol of militarism, Buttons, too, were

- 35




"the old orde’r 3 than to- change the custom. SEL e

i mstd vith the Swiss Mennonites. Numbering' about half

‘ o ab;e to disting;uish his own from an Amishman's

icr J!. Inllmorgen, Culture of a Contemporary Rural =
i the 0ld Order Amish of Lancaster Count Penn-

R Ko




edvthrough it blindfolded. The "

88 was&classed 'one r‘}“nixed or general farming. -

’ ﬁad to grow 'enough hayr to feed horses, for horses were
e source of power. for .field work., The milk from four to
ix cows was separated a.nd the cream was sold to a buyer

The skimmed milk was red

ji!

collected 11: every other day.:

pigs who consumed t with gusto. Baby chicks -were hatch-

by breedy hens. : Thie 1nefficient method of - 1nereas-

flocks kept the numbers of poultry small. Grains, es=-
1ally wheat and oats, were important in the system of -
, p rotation. They could be seeded at times when the

erops, which were much more demanding of care, were -
.The straw wae useful for bedding

A horee will eat quite a little

needing attention..
111 stock in winter.-
L Abright oa.ts straw, but cows: don't like it.
to-na,tion came to the Corn Belt so graduall,y that-

ho were involved in it scarcely knew what was hap-
hie first tractors were so large and expensive

In the late 1920's

onlya few farmers owned them.
whieh ha.d ;L'bs front wheels set very close to-

mdl;_could be used for cultivation came on the mar-

hrnlr ‘began to calculate and oompare costs of buy-
ol : o; with the value of grain fed to horses, Dur-
. o 17 1930'8 there was a succession of very late _

euonn. The eoil stayed wet much longer than us-

‘ nln"tleld 'work was possible at last ot weather set in

Fer-
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‘pany ;horses d:led of heat prostration. A tractor did‘f{:

ve }to rest at the end Tof each row, or at the noon

or e{-en on Sunday.'
gmlfaneously came the acceptance of the soybean in
rota:bion. In the early 1920's the crop was intro-
to central Illinois. Mr. Henry Jurgens was one ci‘,:
st férmera to oW 1t. The very name of the" vari- o
Manchu, was exotic. After a rain in the fall,
’"popping of the splitting pcdcas.theyhg)ivried could be
ror a long distance. .That disadva.hfé.ée was corrected
mved varieties. Soybeans are not subject to the
a.nd rusts which attack small grains. - Soybeans were
boihered by the chinch bugs which da.maged several .’
nossiva grain and corn crops severely. In fact, many
planted their first ‘soybeansin “strips around
cornflelds as barriers to discourage chinch bugs
fnigratlng from matured oats or wheat to growing corn.
ther pecullarity of the soybean is the condition-
fect 1t has on the soil. Maintaining soil tilth

g on a cement sidewslk. The sidewalk was smoother,

not much harder. v soybean stubble rields*aré“

G. Hopkins, Moultrie County Soils, Soil Report
£+ University of Illinois Kgricultural Experiment
. Urbana, nlin°18, 1911, DPe 2




igirvcreami alved their consciences by observing
¢ wesfmade from a home-grown product, too. .The
mryu,Companyt of St. Louis extended its milk shed

‘,‘,

: .a‘and Douglas Gounties in the early l930‘s. The
:enoe of selling whole milk instead of separating
*‘trom the cream appealed to many farmers and thelir
«thelrevely Company sold the cheese factory in
ur.

w1nitnr‘n sold it to a large dairy concern.

George Marner and other Amish investors
The
can still buy a sufficient amount of milk

2 cllfbeoame much larger or disappeared.k Reasons

e

end can be seen in many published reports, for

¢ one torﬁl960 in Illinois: "Eggs produced

39




calculated on a ten-day basis, 1nerea.sed with ;
yes. in :"‘l:h‘e size o.f flock. Feed cost per unit ofwv |
clined and the average sale price per dozen
088’ increased. The dir.ference in these output and cost
fnctors resulted 1n a return above feed cost of $2.30 ~:-
.g hen :tor the nocks above. 750 hens . and only Sl 40:¢

.A ﬂ L

hon tor the flocks ra.nging 1n size .from 100 to 299

7 ooming of World War II speeded up the changes .tn
tu':ing methods unb elievably. Farmers were urged to

;to ytoeding grain to horses. Gasollne was ratloned

io kup nowed and looking naat._ Hany hund_rueds _g:}_tt.v._mj.lves
oL tmoing were taken out. ' East-Centrsl Illiziiiis had

««««««

p ’"'cash-graln area. . “Beoause .they do not. have the

- u-o ‘of legumes, including catch crops, and by

4 G, Lmuer and D, P. Wilken, 36th Farm Business Ana-
_ Report on Illinois Parms fo—I960, Department of -

eutnru_' 4 Economics, University of Illinois, 1961,p. 12‘




9110 tién of commercial fertilizer."* 8
; these tremendous changea were ‘taking place all”
d#them, the Amish farmers continued in thelr old’’

"'1 ben had been placed on tractors and automobiles, -

nbn-Amish farmers. Reasons for the divisions were ,

p'in the different divisions. Facts, rigures, a.nd

.....

1 936. "Its membership was 241 in 1953. The

e el et > R, s

b, T B IO WS S

tc membership wag 215.°

all !:mOdell, Bulletin 522, University of ‘Illinois Ag-
tura]. ‘z‘xperiment Station, Urbana, Illinois, 1959, p.9

: Enc oloedia Volume I, Mennonite Publishlng
o ttuale, Pennsylvania, 1955, p. 9 -

7 ‘?zmtmber,- Mennonite Yearbook snd Directory,
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farnsteads belonging to Nemnonites end methodsm
employed by them cannot be distinguished from

T AR R

s-imish operator 8 ﬁmctiees. The Mennonite women have

w and dreee conservatively. In 'other vways, Mennon-

ﬁ 1

. are udistingulsha.ble from members of say other Pro-

g..{nt denomination.

ot Ghouterville.
- ég’ # u g %
n th} Arthur Mennonite congregation purchased

In 1961 the membership was 132. A

, tho Oonservatives.
E:; "ﬂi{ % . f‘*‘ )

Mo ot
“"‘tw d°I>9.J'.“l:u.2‘.'e from the main line Amish that began
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of the prd})erty of one of the members.i It is three miles
o and one-half miles south of Arthur. The

] vomen wear plain styles and subdued colors. Women

u‘lv '

45




The Gonservative Mennonite men have very short beards,. ..

nss

H‘r sometimes, none‘. "';‘-TThey‘ wear ready-made everyday clot

mg,but their ﬁ'best suit 1s cut with a small ‘stand-u

,‘conar instead of lapels, resembling the ha'bit of a :Luth'

eran clerhgyma‘.n.’f_’ The Women and girls dress in plain styles.

detail.' All three of these groups have meetinghousee,

which are a convenience, too, no doubt. ‘ sin
The 0ld Order Amish have retained the old ways and
nnnner of dress which they brought with them from the

rPalatinate so long ago, to an astoniehing degree. The

_men' e a.nd boye' homemade clothing is made in the same

tyle. but little girls' dresses use & difrerent sort of i

out trom the older girls and women 8 dressee. The plcture
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} worn indoors. Men have beards, but their halrcuts, LA

pirts in plain colozfrs,j suspenders, a.nd broadfall trous‘

are 1ike those worn by th‘e‘ boys of school age.‘ ’J‘*vto-:‘?‘"b“
wear & dark-colored bonnet in public situationé, and

’e a large square shawl for warmth instead of a long

ost in winter. The young 1adies' and women's two-plece
‘_asses are held 4in rlace by stralght pins. .Their long

air is a.rranged 1n a flat knot 1n the back and tied

Thelr unique appearance makes their 1dent1ﬁcation

y. The use of Pennsylvania Dutch for all intra--

ﬁp’“solidarity;' Mingling with non-Amish groups is

a2
&
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~7 . CHAPTER III . i : -

o

ECONOMY OF AREA

Distinguishing Characteristics of the Amish Community.

The locatlon of farms owned by Amish or Mennonltes can be
determined by studying plat maps' of townships where fhey
iive and referring to a 1ist of names pecnliar to thelr
ethnickgronﬁ. VThe‘townships include Lowe, Johnathan
Creek, and East Nelson Townshlps in Moultrie County; . Bour-
bon and Arcola Townships in Douglas County; and North
Okaw Township in Coles County. The 1list of last names,
pages 50 and 51, on- which the names toioe found in the
Arthur commnnity are underlined is an infallible gulde in
every case exeept one. Miller is a surnamevwhich is com-
mon to both Amish and non-Amish societies; Between the |
years 1865‘when the first Amish settlers came to Illinois
from Pennsylvania, to 1936, when the {irst successful
Mennonite church was organized in Arthnf; the Amish were
amazingly successful 1n maintaining conformity to the pre-
cepts of their church. One of the fundamentel tenets of
both Mennonite and Amish religions forbids marriage to

any person outside the church membership. Soclial and

economlic pressures as well as religious ones were exerclised

49




Beachy ( Peachy)
Bender. -
mauch. oo Blough

renneman
Byler...Beller
" Burkholder
‘Christner

- Chu -

UGblentz ;
Esch...Eash
Gingarich...Guengerlch
Glick Fep
Graber;g : : :
S zler...Hertzler".

‘Helmutha® x> g B
ﬂerschberger »aé
Hooley. : ¢ o
Bostetler...Hockstetler
¥anagy...Gniegl
Kauffman

PP
Lambri ght

Lentz..

ntrager...Borntrager..Borntreger

i akd

Lapp .

- Magtiaypen

Miller -

Mullet ..

Nissley:

Ottg v

Petersheinm

Plank -

Raber -

Schrock

Shetler
Slabaugh...Schlappach

- -Smucker...Schmucker
- Stoltzfus -

Stutzman
Swartzendruber..Swarzen-
PRI awl Ll truber

Tro er
ﬁmﬁ%e
Wagler
Yoder: ~ .. .
Zook...Zug

{ » . % "
Mennonite Encyclapedia, Volume I, p. 97




elr” descendentsziw“

"?3,:',
A1brecht - # HCT wLieag

Ausburger
Bechl er: PR SR Y 3
Beller =
v Bessley & -V
BerkeYe.. oBurki

. camP...KemE ""i’.'v‘fs
Conrad . ’
Egliwin i
Eacher
Fahaney -

] Fluckinger ‘
‘Gasecho - . . e
Gerig ,
Gunden...Gundy

- Guth’ :

‘Helser v

Inhoff -

Jantzl o o En

Kennel

" Kinsinger:™

Klopfenstein :

*’Nifziger...Noffsinger

098ch...Esch

:

e T

A5k

T L 3+

W e e

'

Oyer...Auer. ::
Raber

Ringenberg

- RoppeasRUPD = =

Rocke...Roggi

Roth. "

‘Ruvenacht
‘Schertgz -
Slageel...Slagel

Smith -
Sommer

Springer ..

Stahley

Strubhar ..

Stuckey

Sutter . oiii

Sweitzer.

”'gVerkler

Zenr™

Y SR
it

Yutzi..,Jutsi%

:Amish family names primarily of the Alsatian Group sann

.Rediger - iﬁfyﬁ»
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Qvith euch effectiveness that an Amish name indicates Amish

pemes 8re Amish or. Hennonites. i& exnay @mw f<

LEy

No Amish land owner rents his property to a non—Amish
1armer, but there are many Amish and’ Mennonites who rent
311 or some of the land that they operate from outsiders.
nrlat books are not adequate for 1ocating the rented farms.
The frontispiece map, was drafted according to information
upplied by individuals who are personally acquainted with
the members of the Beachy Amish and Conservative Mennonite
congregations.1 R ?“%aw ;:3ra-v§?

The 01ld Order Amish community is. extensive, consisting
of approximately 265 separate: properties.‘ Preparation of
an accurate map of it would require tedious field work if
o directory could ‘be obtained. Miss Anna J. Miller,
remarkably skilled unmarried Anish lady, had prepared a
xap of the church districts in 1955, showing the loca-
‘tion of the homes of all the members and the boundaries

ot the church districts. She had the ‘map duplicated by

the 021id process and sold copies to members of the Amish

church., Arter an initial reluctance to allow ‘her work to

be exploited by an outsider, Miss Miller gave permission

Fm——

for he map to be;photographed“and used in,this study.,

=g e

e x »ﬂe A

The artistic quality and fineness oI detailfof her car-

% ALY {;,«_

!ggggphxgandicalligraphxpwere not diminished by reduction

Interview with Ell M. Otto, July 21, 1961

Aescent,,and,)in;themArthnr area, all rarmers with Amish Eq

PO L;‘,t. Ed y
%\ R 5’.1,;&\




to a size only oneQi:hird as large as the original. Being

neat and particular with everything they do is & common, 1f
not universal, trait ‘o':fﬁyrﬂye‘r people. An excellent key which
requires no explanation accompanied her map., It is in-

cluded with the map, which is page 54 and the key is page

Miss Miller's map is the basis for'the placement on

ate I of farms rented by Amish farmers. No attempt was
:de to determine which farms were rented by Amish from
ther Amish. In nearly a11 cases these farms are rented

om parents or other close relatives and the tena.ncy 1s a

Elements of Change. Farming methods on ‘farms operated

y English and Mennonites have been changing rapidly dur-
g the ~§e§f, generation, and the rate of change was acce-
erated during and ;slinc“e.k,Worl;d War II. Thhe;'change from

;horse-dré.wn to ,tracytpr-pewered inil;iremente and the marked

eduction of other livestock numbers have. made it possi-

le for bne farmer to operate a much larger farm'than he
ould have before, The cost-price squeeze and lmproved

tandards of 1iving have made 1t imperative that farm

ize be increased. The”e.‘vverage size of all farms is now

wo hundred one acres and 1is 1nereasiné every year.

K. G, Mueller and D. F. Wilken, *361:11 Annuel Summary of
linois Farm Business Records--196l,a(Department of Agri-
Unlversity of Illinois, Urbana, Illi-

ois, 1962, p. 3
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"The customs and training(of the people- settling in. -
ifferent sections of Iliinois have influenced the types

f farming...Unfortunetely personal preferences have some-
imes influenced farmers to continue a certain type of

:armin;g rather than adopt some other type}%;tto‘r which natu-
conuitions were favorable.”1 The farmtiqa.nd in East .-
entra;li Illinois 'is‘ sultable for cash-grain farming. Yet -
he " Amish still have _small combination livestock and grain
arms . ’I‘he customs, training, and personai preferences of
he Amish require them to keep themselves separate i‘rom

worldliness of any kird whatevers They have no automobiles,
ephones, electricity, or tractors for field work.
endence on hcrses :Eor transportation a.nd for field work

8 one’ evidence of their determination to maintain non--w.

nformity to the -Ways of the world. »
![‘he average slze of Amish farms in 1955, according to
8- Miller’s estimate, was seventy-nine acres. Before
0, an elghty acre farm was considered to ‘be the opti-
 size for & farmer who did all his own work with horse-
rawn equipment. A larger acreage required additional
or which' would have to"be" hired i unpaid family labor
not available, A smaller acreage did not provide an

equate income, | ¢ §OTI ey manrmsentiiic s

. C. Ross and H.C.M. Case, Types of Farming in Illinois,
versity of Illinols Agricultural Experliment Station,
etin 601; Urbana, Illinois, 1956, De- 23

' Thelr

56




e

fermsteads.j Four cf them ha.ve two houses.

- g i
%;}' *i‘ r,,rn:

rly every case, the older couple is the owner, Aor former .,

er, or the land. Four tracts are of only twenty acres,

‘”""“ Lo S A e o e e o W %‘

which are 1mproved.' _The owners of both of the 1m-— S

P L
e ﬁ W e R e s

ved fwenty aore ‘bracts are»elderly couples, They for-

rﬁae

ly owned the unimproved tracts which adjoin their

E m.«" n 11 b ""c o :.' }"z e

ive on farms nearby. The average size of the seven 5
ule in Section Eight 1s eighty-six acres. The popule-
hon is fii’ty. The section is neither typical or repre-

i

entative since it 1s the only one occupied by Amlsh

Pirms exclusively.~ The farms are representative, how-,,,.,,.

By, n‘ ;, @ %g" o RN

:ver, both in size and population. The units are 'by no

eans uneconomical for the use made of them. Eighty = -

T4 R S R
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nsively with orsves ‘without hired 1abor,‘;’gf"w”"
ST Wit £ aeBnd ANERINAT

S s,
S 441& cw- *ﬁaner Reselrpatny —uuq A

Their operators have remained on the small farms

many different personal reasons. There’ are as many

»smaller than the state average of two hundred one

feres as there ‘are larger ones. As the’ size of farms

.f gy

increased steadily, the age of the operators has in-

mwmsxe m«w»@ .

‘%

sed also.‘ Couples whose children had grown up and :

e m*‘»wmv&s:&& e B

fose small farms had been inherited or were already paid
simply remained on their farms. Cash-grain farming on y
mall scale 1s not.as rigorous as livestock farming. e s

modest income from a small acreage can be used to

S

ter' advantage for other expenditures than for the rent

_‘would have to be paid for a ouse in town.i :‘Gradually

older farm operators are passing away. , Their ohild- ,
r grandchildren are not taking their places on the - ‘
~ Employment opportu.nities are open to them in the e

0Wn8 and cities that would not have been to the 5
rarmer i:t he had left the :t'arm. l‘he farm is rented , ', ,

T - sold to a larger operator,;or it is sold to a young L |

-,\u‘sr, e -.ml AR e B-** L I s vs .

ot e W BT G
R R T A S <e.....-;‘_ ha ..,.M e - b, 2B o) - Sy o, et DR LN T

couple. T R 3

representative section near the Amish settlement

g this trend is shown on page 60 There are nine .

:1»

ts in Section 33. &nd five farmsteads. The average
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(obstreperous animals by a one-strand battery powered

electric fence. Fences are a necesslty .for farms with i

livestock and ‘aﬁe ot, sheracteristic of the Test of the’

Livestock is kept on the Amish farms as a matter of

course, ,sinee a11 of their people have always kept live-

stock. Their small farms with ‘highly productive high-

priced land require intensive management n_ order to be..

economical. The large families that are the rule rather .

than the _exception among the A.mish provide an abundance

of the labor required to care for the 1ivestock. . ,,On

hearing about the 1ack of fencing along. Route 45, a

good Amish woman asked 'in all innocence if the farmers

didn't have ‘ma.ny animals killed on the highway. It did-

n t occur to her that a farm could exist without live~-

e g v T

Oustom isn t the only reason, oi’ course, that dairy

.,..n,,;

' cow numbers have 'been maintained and that numbers o.f ‘hogs
and laying hens have been increased during the past five
years.‘ Hogs and poultry are & logical concomitant to
thereed grains produced in the Corn Belt, but dairy
herds are unusual in the East Gentral nlingie gash Grain

Region. Of ﬁfty-six farmers making detailed cost re-
ports 1in Central Illinois 1a 1960, ; ve

stock and only one had a dairy herd. The dairy farmer's




s the average found on several Amish farms, but the ratio
e 1
of acres per cow was near].y the same. Dairying utilizes

,‘ tening enterprises do. Members of

erd or beef cattle ‘

,Vthe large i‘amilies discovered in the census tabulated on

g ‘;67 furnish abundance of . 1abor. v T
‘I the eyes of the Amish,

ing are outweighed by its advantages. The income from the
sale of milk 1s recelved in weekly payments.' This steady
income 1s an advantage to the farm family. "}l‘heyilegumes )

l ‘onsidered necessary for‘t‘soi‘:‘f huildinhg can he turnedﬁinto
“profit by feeding the hay to cows.’ Bar_nyard manure is
hought to 'be the ‘best fertilizer., Many of the older

“sh 1andowners belleve that chemical fertilizers K111
arthworms and soil bacteria and will not allow such fer-
ilizers to be applied to their 1and. Helping care for
inals is good‘for children, inculcating habits of de- .
endability. The early rising and hard work entalled in _
dairying sre regarded as their duty. The manner in which
hey are tied down 1s of no concern to them since they |
on't take two-weeks'® vacatign_s.' The ne _g:‘bors with.

R. A. Hinton and A. G;meiler; Detailed Cost Report on
Drummer-Flanagan Soils in Central Illinols, 1950 and 1960,
niversity of Illinois Department of Agricultural Econo-
mics, 1961, p.._5v_,’ ‘ o ,

farm and herd were both epproximately “three’ times as large b

‘both land end labor"”much more intensively than 'a beef cow E

the disadvantages of dairy-‘ |

66




INFORMAL LIVESTOOK OENSUS OoF REPRESENTATIVE

OLD ORDER AMISH "FARMS »

e 794;§:f o

» Acres per . Animal
Number = Animal Number (Acres per)-

59 12.5 83 9.8
88 B4 90 8.9
000 4 2250: - .36

67.




nthey exChange"worki tahe over their chores if one is
or must be away :Erom home for a few days. A wedding
a.‘ﬁmeral of a relative 1n one of the other Amish com—
w ties is the occaslon for such absences in most cases.
f In 1957 an 1n£ormal' census was taken in an area com=-

parable to Section 8. In 1962 ‘another one was taken. The

‘ata from both are tabulated on, page 67. The number of

‘clusively for all livestock except poultry. | There has

ereased number of horses ‘can be used to advantage in

eak work seasons.v AA ‘big teﬂamwof seven or eight horses
an pull & gang plow or double disc instead olf a sulky

ow or single disc and double the number of acres that
be‘tilled on that farm in a day. A farmer can drive
s team faster and can work longer hours if he can .

'ge at, midday to 8 :fresh team, , The size of flocks of

B %

1ng hens has doubled in reSponse to a :Eavorable price

T eggs during the 1ast two years. Figures for hogs
ng Vsheep in 1957 are not available., Turkeys were &

68

en an 1ncrease 0 30% in the number 'of horses. Part of - Bl
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rofitable product 1n 1960. The 8,000 turkey's Were‘ the« ¥

roperty of one farmer. -There was a drastic reduction of Wt
' key prices ini1961; _‘_,It d.s unlikely that any except '

rtically integrated’ ﬂocm will be kept in 1962.
As much as possible of th‘e»‘”roughage requirements of the‘
1ry cows and the horses are met by pastu;re".“” Small grain
. , ey _ - e

clipped green feed during the summer as ‘dairy farmers in

some city milk sheds do. ' The pastures are intensively man-
aged by the use of tempdréry :fencing. The cows are con- -
fined to & limited ﬁbrtién of ‘the field, and are forced to
eat all the edible forage instead of‘ nibbling the freshly
,growing tips of the leaves. The cattle are then allowed
access to another part of the fleld where fresh grass 1s -
avai]_.‘abie';r‘ The well-utilized portion is given“f"‘t.’/Lme {0 -
recover for use again in a few weeks. A small field near
the farmstead is used as a semi-permanent pasturé. The |
work horses can be allowed to graze there ovemight. ADry
feed requirements are kept down, 'but the teams can be

ounded up easily for work in the morning.
*

Vertical integration is a system under which a feed com-
pany furnishes baby chlcks, poults, pligs, or young steers
together with all the feed needed to ralse and fatten them
fmarket. The farmer provides shelter and care for the
animals in return for fixed payment per unit plus a bonus
for a good livability and efficlency record.




‘The orop rotation 18 usually corn. oats, hay, and pasture.

ariations oceur from farm to farm and from year to year as

iexpedient.- Coles a.nd Moultrie Oou.nties are near the south-
' ern boundary of the: ;potential ra.nge of ‘profitable oats cul-
tivation.‘ If hot weather occurs in early summer, ‘as 1t=

frequently does, oats yields are cut. severely. Oats are

own in the southern c ;tles "or‘rthe regioni exc,ebt'fln: the
sh settlement. s Oats :Aru.lﬁll needs which do not exist on
the highly mechanized cash grain farms. As a feed grain, |
ts compare favorably pound per pound with corn and can be
ed In the ration of all fe.rm animals. Horses have spe-
cial nutritional‘requirements that can be met best by oats.
The streﬁ can be fed to horses, and »d.t'me.kmeﬂtst excellent
edding for all 11vestock. As & crop, oats fit well 1n
schedule of: the farmer who uses only horses for po-
Fields whlch are much too wet to be plowed in early
pring can be planted 4n. oats a.nd require no further care
until harvest. The eutting a.nd threshing season for -

21l grains comes after growing corn is too tall to be
1tivated.- ca Y , ;

No Amish farmer participates in crop reduction Pro= - :
ams sponsored by the government. Oropping plans are’
1m11ar to the ones used for many years. oats are plant--
in fields that were used ‘_’forv“igrowing ‘corn the previ--

year. -The .pernicious custom of burning cornstalks

70




71

disappearing from the Gorn Belt. . The Amish use heavy

plications of bamyard ‘manure for fertilizer. Both,;; ‘
osphorus and nitrogen are necessary :Eor activation of e
‘oacteria .that decompose the tough cellulose in corn

stalks, . Manure 1s,a-good source o.f nitrogen, phosphorus,

and other . elements as well.m In early spring oats .are .

eded wijbh anendga der mounted on.' wagon. Disc-‘

ing cuts up the corns‘balks a.ndr partially covers the oats.
The legume mixture for hay and pasture 1s seeded separate-.
Y. The faster growing oats shade the small legume and
gz-ass seedlings and compete with the weeds that would
gain a foothold if legumes were seeded alone. Red clover
is the leading legume;' vSolid -stands of alfalfa are common.
,ious mixtures of manmoth and alsike clovers, lespe-

za, trefoil. timothy, fescue, redtop, and .orchard grass

Wheat is not an 1mportantr croi),‘bnn"‘when it »~1s grown, |
is harvested in the same way as oats. A horse—drawn
der cuts the slightly u.nderrlpe grain and ties the:
straw 1n bundles with ‘heavy twine made of slsal.» The -
'undles are then . deposi‘ted An piles, set upright by hand,
: red or capped" with two sheaves, and allowed to dry
in the shock.s, ‘ The density of shocks 1n a: rield indicates

the volume of straw produced;u;and s usually & dependable .




cape to be found nOWhere; else in this part of the Corn - -

Belt, can be seen in~-the Amish settlement and give it its
special character, |

Grain cut by a binder is threshed by a stationary ma=-

hine. The threshin% machine is hired on a custom basis.‘:‘

Sheaves are haul

ielws: on wagons with flat

platforms instead of boxes,‘callzed "rack wagons“."}' I.oad-

~ing the wagons a.nd feeding‘ the sheaves into :the threshing
machine is done by.‘ an irain is not sacked as it comes .
_from the spout. It is caught in a box wagon and scooped‘ |
ibj hand into a grain bin in the barn or crib. The straw
; f‘goes through a long spout equipped with a strong blower.

:sk:il ful thresher operator can build a compact nearly |

shed consisting of four corner posts and a wire roof. . ...
Animals eating straw and rubbing around straw stacks cause
the stack to collapse, The pole shed prevents trampling

and wastage of straw by the livestock, It also serves as

a rough shelter in winter a.nd provides shade during the |
following summer. Many farms have barns with sufficient
space in the second story, or haymow, for both hay and

siraw. The straw 1s blown directly into the haymow by the
o

t ng machine. Big barns mark a farmstead equlpped
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Corn is grown ‘on every. Amish farm.v :rhe ‘grain 18 fed to,

1ivestock s and the vstalks ’.f. used for fodder, stlage, or
‘_pasture. At planting time corn is often check-rowed for
ease in cultivation. Very 1little time wou.'ld be saved by
omitting this: step. A wire with evenly placed lmots acti-

vating the planting:’""mechanism is: attached to stakes at ‘the
ends of the field. A

;nsgligible amount of time 15 used by
‘the farmer to: move‘the stakes at the end of each row. The
horses must be allowed to rest briefly, anyway. The cul-
: tivation, a term applied to weeding only, and not to the
entire process of raising the crop, is done with a two=
~ Tow or four-row implement, first lengthwise of the field,
then cross-wise, then lengthwise once more to “1ay it by .
,f,,ﬂWhen driving through the Amish settlement in the spring,

:‘.rw 3

a .person s eye can :Eollow the patbms of the corn TOWS in
e ¥
-diagonal lines as well as perpendicular ones,’ shifting as

the ca.r ‘moves along. ; Nowhere else in this part o:L’ I111-
Ly
nois can this attractive arra.ngement be observed any

. more. A tractor does not have to be allowed to rest at
~ the end of each ToW as horses must. Broad-leafed weeds -
8 ‘ca.n\bi effectively controlled by the hormonpe; stimulant,
- 24D, cross-cultivation can be omitted, since it is no

.ﬁ:\longer required for weed control. ; The non-A.mish farmers

do not- stop their tractors ’ climb down, walk to the edge




(44

o.f;t_he fiel‘d', and, mo,v_e’ j:he stakes needed for check—I'OWinB :

corn by means of a lmotted wire. DI

Gornls picked by ha.nd inﬁmost cases, but an Amishman’ k

use a mechanical picker pulled by horses. Models with
pulled by _light

ieir own motors that. were designed to be

er-shellers and artiﬁcial driers‘_ are innovations that are

desirable for use by: the Amish the corn stalks are broken
; : 4 "'!‘i e T

so thoroughly by the inachlne that they are much 1ess

luable for pasturage. Spoilagehof stored corn 1s seldom
Lok B ai ;; A )
problem since most or it 1s fed on the farm and 1s not

ored for protracted. periods,

a2

Several acres or corn are -used for silage' on many A.mish

choppersnpulled by horses save the hand l
bor formerly to cut the corn, but there 1s still

ed for many man-hours of labor at silo-ﬁ.lling time.
Tk is‘ exchanged among neighbors, and sons are frequent~

forced to miss school to help out with :E'illlng the silo

2 S
-.,g;w, 5

home even 1! 1t means sacrificing otherwise perfect

b e TR gl e . o 3 R 3 A
BT S D AN & $ eh 5

tendance records .

LI

Haying requires much hand labor, also. “'_Most ‘hay is
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Many .farms ‘have barn?withf'ufficient space in the

cose hay and q‘stra

& & R %"‘f

] s aﬁcomposite of?several farms.f

""’is forbidden by the Amish church.
which do not fall into either of those categories e.re 1n

N A 'L A 27
i Eeneral use.“ Most Amish farms have windmills for pumping
Jfater. N Anyone who ‘has ever pumped enough water by hand to.
fill a largeéwatering trough k:nows what a convenience

: v}A(gasoline engine or stationery :Deisel
noto "-‘jfurnishes power for‘f

Fan 3 i

FLy oy Wil

d“for pumpins water 1z the weather”feils tb supply enough‘*f"

\!‘ s

ﬂfree motivatj_on. o e - - ,' i I e

The ieck of lead-in wires from the electric;and tele-‘
ho_ne iines is one of the special mark:s éo‘i‘ wt‘h;.dmish
farmsteads and can be used e.s a criterion for their identi-
fication, - A ban was placed on both of these inventions

‘Ihen they were comin;ﬂint«o %general ’use nﬁa‘.n;;yyears agc. ,, Re-‘ :

}usal to have either ofy them is one of- the ma.ny examples SR,

Z: it:

rn v e et S

79

vide'the shelter needed for the livestock on the groumi o
The maP,, on page 80 e

Labor saving deviceslﬂttyfimf

L
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ofnonconformity to the ways of the world Just as the usev" i

of'horses for transportation and field work is also.

There are sixty-five grossdawdy or grandpa houses in
_the Amish community. Several others belong to families |
that have Joined one of the other Mennonite denominations.
‘The grandpa house is the newer of the two houses on the

farm, having b" en 'built when ‘the owner of the farm was

It is customary for the retirement to

- occur when the youngest son is married, but the factors of

health and personal preference determine the actual de~ _;

: cisicn. As a rule, the grandpa - house is considerably
smaller than the main dwelling house. It is most dei‘inite-
1y not a 1itt1e cottage for the occupation of newly-weds ’

as 18 thought. The farmer 8 wire retiree from the ltrenu-'f"

‘ous duties of caring for a large house, providing meals for

] hs, when her hushan
retires from ac’tive fleld work, She moves Into the small
new house and turns the more strenuous duties over to the
young woman, Common sense dictates that the young family
that has every intention of increasing continuously for

Lna.ny years is the one which needs the big house. Most of
;‘fthe grandpa houses are connected to the big house by a

govered areade.

SRR GO
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‘The style or - architecture of the Amish house 1s distinc-gjj{r

| tive. They are ell-shaped ' ‘ctengular with two etoriee.'
| There is ulually a screened-in or glassed'in porch running |
the full length of the house on onme or both sides, Many
of the houses are roofed with slate, formerly an impor-.
tant criterion, but freightgcosts prevent its use for new.
houses &t present. The slate'roofs were built;yeare‘ego,‘
1or eecond-hand slate may have been used., . Slate was & by-
‘jproduct of the coal mines of eastern Ohio, and was shipped
by rail to thefArthur area, It was eo highly valued ag &
roofing material because of its durability and fire resie-
‘tance.r The clusters of large bulldings out on the open
prairie are especially vulnerable to damage by lightning, :
but by some devious reasoning incomprehensible to outsiders,
the church has put a ban-on lightning rods.; i
- The entire design of the Amish house is made with one
purpose 1n mind., Church services are held in the homes of
the members, : The downstairs rooms, with the exception of
the kitchen, are planned to accommodate the congregation.
Folding walls or sliding walls are not common, if they.
exist, in the Arthur vicinity. The floor plan or the house

is arranged so that a pereon oan be seen, or at 1east can

be heard, in three rooms. from a dcorway near. the center of

the house. The nreacheréastand in that doorway while
T______r 1excner

‘Interview with Eli M. Otto, July 21, 1961 -
\2Three preachera speak in turn at each church service.




addressinéwthe congregatlonr The people sit on benchea

for the long church servi The ten-foot backless

‘benches are collapsible for ease in transportation from

one“residenoe to another. They;are transported and stored
between services 1n a covered vehicle built especially for

that purpose. The presence of the bench wagon in a drlve-@e

way shows that chnrch services were held at that home :‘

wlthin the previous two weeks, or are scheduled to be held

* there on the%"oming Sunday;’ Ghurch services are held on

alternate Sundays‘

Window shades on rollersi Venetian blinds are not

used in Amlsh homes. A single curtain 1s hung bn a small,
straight fixture attached at the top of the window casing.

The curtain is made of plain colored material'withino

pleats fullness, or rufflesf’and 1s_usually unbleached

to?one4side;i and at night it hangs straight servlng as a
closed shade and drawn drapery together, ) :

The interiors of the houses present anraustere effect;
The walls are finished with grooved ceiling boards 1ike
the ceilings, and Paintad‘9r5°;}§uf§1°?é trhere,are_no
plctures except the{gnesvon&gheacnrrentjpalendars which
have & utilltarlanﬁyalue,;(There is usually a china cup-
board, however, with glass‘doors in the upper section. In
it the colored glass and china dishes so cherished by
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Amish housewives are attractively arranged;g Mnny of the cup-'

boards werekmade by‘hand in the shop of one 0 ancther‘or

the expert craftsmen of the settlement, and are truly works
of art. SR ¥Ry ;Jaf‘ff B T R «&ﬁ‘enr*e?ei
Carpeting as such 1s not used in ‘Amish homes.’ The floors
are varnished and waxed. Scatter rags of rags, hooked by
hand or woven on hand looma, may be used in front of the"
',entrances. There are three women who have four-harnessf*l

treadle looms for‘weaving twenty-seven inch rag carpeting

on ‘a oustom basis. ~;%f?*§§“? | iﬁiﬂ ﬁil‘ ’
Kbrosene wick-type 1amps are the most dependable and com-

mon source of light in the houses, and a kerosene‘lantern

is carried out-of-doors. The kerosene mantle-type'lamp“

gives a brighter light, and the gasoline 1amp and lantern

are . still more effective, but the mantles are extremely

dellicate and easily damaged. It is: well to have wick-

‘type lamps ready to use in case of an accident to the mantles.

The- glass chimneys which wick-type lamps require are not so

perishable as mantles are. A people whose universal custon

is early rising could make good use of cheap, efficient

electric 1ighting, particularly in winter.euThe Mennonites,

Conservatives and" Beachy Amish.have brilliantly lighted

homes and farmsteads. Several of‘them'havefthe electroni-

cally activated'security lights for night'lighting which -

have recently gained popuiarity‘inithis{rural“area.%%»
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Water is provided by drilled or dug wells from thirty

to three hundred feet deep. A fairly dependable aquifier

in glacial till is usually found without too mnch diffi- |
culty,.yet every home of the eleven families who answered ?
an informal questionnaire-has a:cistern. The sqft water

"1s used for 1aundry, bathing,oand dishwashing.; Six of the

eleven homes have running water,ﬂbnt only one has a water g;

heater. ZPressure 1s obtained. by pumping the water into an

overhead supply tank located in the attic or in an out-f;

side tower. Freezing of piping in winter is_prevented by
allowing'the.sater to trickle from a tap. Ten of the
eleven homes have sinks. The six homes with running water

have bathrooms, and: the five homes without running water

have outdoor toilets.~ ;&a{~i;;f “éﬁx; ;V;u : ?n» ' :
The 1arge vegetable garden is the . speoial domain of the o
farmer's wife. Fresh vegetables maketaévaluable contribu-

tion to the'family's diet in summer. Hundreds of quarts

of vegetables, vegetable juices, fruits and meats are canned.
There 1s always room for rows of flowers,.aISO. Zlnnlas
and coxcomb are favorites, but many others are grown as ‘ﬂ
well.v Small fruits are grown ‘where possible. Strawberries
are nearly universal. In favorable seasons strawberries
provide fresh fruit and are canned or msde into jams and
jellies. Raspberries are subject to blights and canes must . .

be replaced frequently. Blackberrles grow wild in the
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armers with spray rigs mounted‘on sPring wagons. jp; s
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make rounds of customers, Some peaches are grown, ‘and the - :
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;;; crop is supplemented by purchased fruit for canning.“
In summary, the Amish farm can be identified by its

small size,{well-fenced fields, comparatively 1arge percen-'
wtr»«w&w‘mﬁmnm T '

c“mrwtage of 1and tn crops other than corn, omissionfof soy-‘i;,f“

v:muwm N - ~.f

beans from the crop rotation,hsmall grains cut with a'

binder, shocked and threshed, straw stacks, presence of
large numbers of livestock, particularly dairy cows, and
unique draft horses. The farmstead has most or all of
these features: a 1arge barn, e large house with a slate
roof and windows curtained with s single straight full:.
length piece of plain material, grandpa house, many
smaller buildings windmill,}large garden,kfruit trees,
and absence of lightning rods, electric wiring, and tele-

{

phone lines.
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Amish Industries Other Than Farmi

Eas

e’location«qii

industries operated by, Amish end facilities ueed by Amtsh
is shown on the ‘map, page 89.A Industries are orAtwo types'

those which supply special.needs of the Amish population

and those offering custom food_processing service to the .
general public.“,,l e S ’W;_- ai Hdﬂ,;.i

;The Amish are the only group in the-Cogﬁ.Belt of Illi-;f
4 nois which depends exclusively on horse-drawn buggies for
transportation.‘ Many familles have two buggies, a two-.
seated one used When several persons are to ride, and a
one-seated buggy_;or”less_than four people. TIwo horses
are required forrpulling,the_'big' buggj under:usual con-
ditions. : : LA SRR T e e T oo

PR

. New factory-made buggies were obtained at Huntingburg,
Indiana, to supply the demand 4in the Arthur area, until
the factory was moved. to. Tennessee in 1940. dtdthat time
o new bugey cost two hundred twenty-five dollsrs. At
present the nearest:buggy'ractorw'h at Topeka, Indiana,
Freight costs from either northern Indiana or Tennessee
to Arthur make ‘locally built buggies more economical than
factory made ones. All parts can be made in Stutzman 8 or
Miller's. shop except the wheels, axles, and shafts. A
factory in Hest Chester, Pennsylvania, is the nearest
source of supply for buggy parts.é West Qhester is near

Philadelphlia and is fifty miles from the oldest Amish
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A YO




yi

gt

Pk

S
S}
(&)
o
o
®
c
)
€




Harness 18 of two types,{"work" harness and buggxg har-

ness. The work harness is made:of thick 1eather,cut in wide

strips to withstand hard wear. Buggy harness is”much light-
'er in weight. Sets of harness can be bought ready-made from
the mall order companies, but most of;thevnmishxpatronize

~_the two local harness makers.nsﬁwsw

RO ¥
e SR CEEEEE L Y

Many Amish farmers have well~equipped farm shops with
“tboth wood-working and metal-working tools, inoluding acet-
ylene welders.: Some do minor repairs for their neighbors.
A full-time repair shop gives work to three persons. -Many
types of horse-drawn implements can no- longer be purchased.
It requires a good deal of ingenuity to:adapt the .imple~
ments that were made for use with traotor power;so that
those tools ‘can be operated with horse power. The imple-~
'ments are designed to be mounted on small tractors° these
‘are most easily altered for use’ with horses._ Second~hand
horse-drawn implements are. obtained whenever possible.
Representatives from the Amish settlement hire a taxi and
make long trips to public sales where such implements are
advertised._ Patching up and using the implements that
‘they now have is not only a matter of thrift in most cases,’
‘but’ 1g 8lgo & necessitx~*=i~-s7?ﬁ*“?ﬂ ﬁw~weéﬁ"

1
‘Interview with Howard Phillips July 24 1961

Tnen ksgrnzysﬁ;gx w? e m?.
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The other craftsmethhat“are patronized by Amish only

,The coffins“’

. .
s e e

are made of wood are quite shallow,iand have awplain lin-
ing. . In shape, the coffins are very similar to an Egyp-:
tlan mummy case:s. widest at the shoulder, pointed at the

~ top, and tapering toward the bottom, The law requires that

2 licensed smbalmer_ﬁegsmployed ‘:huring World War II, the ,7

'undertakers could nollonger take time to do the work in
the homes, and since then they no 1onger go out in the

rural areas'. The undertaker does not assist with the fun-

erals or burlals. The famlly brings the body to be embalmed

and’takes care of 1t after the undertaker 1s finished with
his work. The three cemeteries owned by the Amish are -

shown on the map, page 89. gfﬁ‘:ﬁt

The sandstone tombstones used by the Aﬂish are ordered

;dfrom Indiana. - Absolutely identical stones cannot be

obtained, but all the- stones are very similar. An ela-
borate or impressive tombstone would indicate_the cardinal
sin of pride, even after death. The lettering is done by

hand by a: 1ocal craftsman. After Mr. David'Troyerire-
tired a few years ago. the engraving work was taken over

by Mr. Menno Chupp. : There is a little Dunkard cemetery on

the north slde of Route 133, three-fourths mile east of L
- Arthur. That denomination is somewhat similar to Amish ;
and,their‘headstones are similar in design to the ones
used in the Amish cemeteries. Three vears ago all the




_his grave.i Permission was refused; and they moved ‘the

off the:cob have not been able to stay 1n business.} The'f , jf;
last operator to attempt to use hand labor and seoond- » .

hand processing equipment was in business for only two o)

seasons, 1956-57’**'~z~¥g; M;,}
Millers' cannery used an average of 400 000 No. 2 tin
A‘charge of 9§¢

oans during eaoh of the last six years.

2 can is made to customers who bring product to be canned, o
1 R ;o
Mennonite Encyclopedia. p. 539' : e :
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regardless of the type of product. In faet, ‘anything the
customer bring- will be canned with the exception¥o£ Irish

count for _the bulk of vegetables processed, but many other
foods are canned. Regular customers come from a wide area, .
as far away as Springfield and Paxton, Illinois, for ex-. 'fﬁ

ample, and from Dana, Sullivan, and Terre Haute, Indiana.

During the peak season, lasting about twelve ‘weeks 1n
'late summer and early autumn,'tfum twenty to thirty-five

=Tlaborers are hired in addition to Mr, Miller 8 family. Mrs.
Miller s eighty-three year old father, vwho fired.a steam
engine in his youth, stokes the steam boiler.‘ After the vege-
table season is over, meat 1s canned. The season for cann-
ing meat ends Aprll 1, but, the office is open the'year
round for selling case lots of. oanned products.ﬁ Marketing
*1s,notfdone in any other.ﬁay.¢§ o acreage of vegetables is
formally contracted 1n'advance,‘but51f;any farmer has a

surplus of good quality produce, Mr, Miller will buy it for

Qanning.“; 4 D G T M w0 o e R : ‘;x.'_. Tkl 7. ‘ ) ‘ M
. The more important retail product is canned meat. Both £
chicken and beef are boned, packed in broth, and canned.

The beef 1s oanned without regard to the cut of the carcass,

the filet mignon being thrown right 1n with the neck, flank,
and chuck. ;;§h1sﬁa114equally~tender after~prooessing and .

B T N s T T AN




is a delicious produot.w ‘At 85¢ per No. 2iean;fitlis;alsoﬁff

an excellent bargain

Mr. Rudy D, Otto operates a custom and retail butCherfﬁzw

- shop for the winter months.' When' the:business was started -

in 1955, the family did all the work in the basement of
their house., In 1956 their glazed tile shop was built for,

thelr enterprise that had already grown to proportions much

_;greater than they had expected. The family, consisting of

three daughters and a son-in-law besides five sbhool-aged
children, can no longer do all the work.~ One woman ' is
 hired full time during the butchering season, from Nov=
ember 1 to March 31, and three men and four women help on
two days a week. .

At present the retall business is twice. as much as the
'custom demand for preparation of meat for freezers. The

amount varies from week~to week, but the- average in 1962

was five hogs and- three beeves butchered on a- custom basis.

The retail business was' especially brisk during the last -

three weeks of March as closing time was'approaching. On -

one weekend, 625 pounds of hamburger were sold. During the
'entire season, an average of eight to ten hogs and .four .%o

six beeves were sold over- the counter in . retail cuts and an
additional ‘one and one-halr carcasses in halves or quarters
were sold to be put in freezers. S ,

, 1 , WLIth wsepsh Amn 0voe amsd P, Regy

Y wood fire 1s used to heat water for the scalding vat,
and also to smoke the bologna sausage that is a specialty

98

it e AR T




99

of the shop. gHowevorg hams and_bacon are curedwand smoked

ror;Otto‘srby‘thewiook ;t«dtwood; fo;retailing a
quality product theﬁfamily hasnbuilt np a iarge clientele
of regular customers. Their fresh pork sausage has a repu=--
tation of being the only sausage-available‘that requlires
shortening to prevent its.sticking inathe,pan vhile cooking.

Customers'come“from-avwide arearfifty miles in. radius;

many of them were directed to the butcher shop by the opera-

: tor of the cannery. . nkg

A rendering company from Decatur picks up- the offalls,
bones,,and tallow.1which;is discarded, twice{a,week, Oniy
a nominal payment is made,.but at least no ohargenhas‘to;be
pald for the servioe.‘ A truck calls for the hides amnd
hauls them to Springfield, where T¢ to 12¢ per pound_is
paid»forsthem.‘ A Deisel'engine supplieS’ﬁower for. the~cool-
er, grinder, saw, and pump, as well as for the milking ma- |

chtne, at a cost of 50¢ per day,. _;,],;ﬂ”&“refeevi R

‘,J.'f‘.- SR

- In addition to industries and public servioes patronized .
exclusively by_Amish, and to services offered to the general ‘
public by Amish businessmen, other business enterprises in “i
the Arthur area depend in varying degrees on Amish patron- g

age. Some representatives of such businesses will be’men-

tioned briefly.
1

,Interview with Sarah Ann Otto and Mrs. Rudy D. Otto,
April 21. 1962 EEE B S : :




‘The owner of Kutz e Market 1n Chesterville’ha53a reta

grocery store and also operates two huckste wagons.

customer on two: routes, eoverlng an area with aboﬁt a ten

mile radius, is called?l ‘twice weekly, and an additional‘“

route is serviced once;acweek.- A complete 1ine of gro=-"-
cerlies is carried 1nclud1ng frozen products.““The delivery
service was not 1naugurated, nor 1s 1t maintained as a Bt
speclal service to Amish patrone, but at- 1east three-fourths
of the customers are Amish : :
In 1930, the Pevely Dailry Company of St. Louis'opened‘a
cheese factory in Arthur.  A group of Amishiinvestors, un- -
der the leadership of Georga Marner, ‘bought the equipment
and kept the cheese factory going when the Pevely Gompany
withdrew. - In 1942, the Sugar Creek company bought the
equipment and,there+are hooAmiéh\etockholders at the pre-i
 sent time. Amish farmers supply approximately one-fourth
- of the milk proeessed daily, d‘rare_not & determining fac-
tor in the maintenance of the factory in Arthur. Truck
routes to Marshall, Monticello and Chrisman use Arthur as

2
8 central gathering point.

The Arthur Auction Company, located one-half mile north

of Arthur, holds a’ consignment eale of livestock house-

hold goods, farmeproducts, and maohinery evegy Wednesdqy

IntervieW'with Albert Kntz, Apr11 18 1952‘ﬁ?

2 A 3 SN A AN 9 S

Interview withnw. T. Gray,m April 21, 1962eer;
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that 1s much 1ike many others in Central Illinois.-'Howéver,
on the third Saturday of each month a horse auction is held
}with at 1eaat half of 1ts volume of business supplied by
Amish patrons, both buyers and sellers. People who are 1n-
terested in horses come from as far away aé Iowa and Ohilo
to buy. and sell draft. horses.- Only a few trotters, racing
gstock that failed to make the grade on the tracks are sold
in Arthur.g Prices are surprisingly high. %625 was Paid
for one team in January, 1962 at the Arthur sale, but the
record was paild in Indlanapolis for a matched pair of
blonde Belgian geldings. They were fouf years old and well.
broken, and were raised Jjust south of Arthur by an Amish
farmer. They brought $1800. Both the weekly sale and the
hbfée sale are well attended, serving as social events and
proﬁiding‘entertaiﬁmentifor most. of thdéé"preseﬁt;“as well
-as being a market place.- Anyone who wishes to observe the
Amish men and boys in a spontaneous public situation should

1
attend the horse auction.

Community Adaptations to the Amish Populatione. The'

ubiquitoué horse and buggy demands a surprising amount of
special consideration. Most of the drivers‘of-automobiles
who use the seEGhﬁary roads are famillar with them. The

time elapsing when approaching those slow-moving vehicles

is so brief and the reaction of the driver and horse to

Interview with Gene Hollenbeck, April 28, 1962
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the signal to pull over is agonizingly slow.‘ There have»

been all too many collisions of buggies with cars.' Near-

ly all of the collisions occurred on asphalt surfaced road
or on the paved highway, It is particularly dangerous for
e buggy to be‘in the path of an auto approaching from the
rear and meeting another at the same time. If the former
:driver cannot slow down quickly enough, he faces the cholce
rof striking the buggy from the rear or colliding head-on
with the approaching car. Therefore, the state highway de-

":partment has graded and oiled the shoulders on Route 133 :

vffrom a point one mile east of chesterville to a point five

miles;west of Arthur., There are warning signs along the

| ghighway;aﬁfintervals between these points.‘ From the map it

can be seen that an extension of the signs should be made

to the east. Nothing except prudence forces the Amishman

to use the shoulder. Ease and speed arevso much greater on

the pavement. Often safety is sacrificed unwisely. Most

of the accidents have happened to buggies using the pavement

instead of the shoulder. e |
When the horse and buggy arrive at their destination,

a "parking" place must be found. When the street where

the old hitchrack was located was widened a few &ears ago,

the hitchrack was removed. A covered hitchrack was built

on East Progress Street with funds donated by local busi-

nessmen and the State Bank of Arthur, It has space for
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twenty buggies. It is filled on Saturday afternoons, and
the overflow fills the open hitchrack near the elevator. ©

also.

There 1s & public telephone booth adjoining the side-

walk in the center of town. Many Amish patronize it when

’homes when a doctor, veternarian, orvthe fire Mdepertment
must be summoned quickly, permission 1s obtained to use -

a non-Amish neighbor 8 telephone. The privilege 1s seldom
abused and tolls for long distance calls are never left
unpalid. | ﬁ

Local etores keep in stock many ltems used excluslvely
by theldmish,ﬁsnch as men's and boys' black felt hats,
kerosene;end gasollne lamps and pertsj_endvooal or wood-
burning etoves; Women’andjgirls complain that the plain
blaok oxfords preferred for'their durability and simpli-
clty are hard to get at reesonable prices.

The one-room scﬁool is an anachronism, especially ln a
heavily populated rural area where transportation facilli-
tles are adequate. Cases when roads‘are impassable are |
isolated and rare. Nevertheless, there are seven one-room
schools in the Arthur Gommunity Unit‘Distriot with pupils
In grades one through eight. One attendance center has‘.
.two rooms with four grades taught in each. In 1957 Amish
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parents Tejected a proposal that a single attendance cen—

ter-be built for the use of Amish pupils, by a vote of

twofto one. Economic considerations were probably‘para-~
mount. Spiraling taxation rates put an excessive burden
on the livestock farmer. The Amish were understandingly
reluctant tovobligate themselves to pay more. Other ob-
Jections were based on sociological and personal reasons, ..
Amish parents prefer for their children to be in the
same room so. that~the timid youngsters can be encouraged,
and protected from hurt feelings, by their siblings. A
check can be kept on the child inclined to be impertinent,
also. Parents frequently express the opinion that having
largeﬁnumbers of children at one locatlon would increase
.discipline problems. Such considerations are very trivial
points, of course, and serve to camouflage the basic ob-
Jection to the idea of one 1arge attendance center. It
vhas been a tradition of the Amish parents that their child-
ren will be.sent to elementary school and will then be
‘allowed to stay at home, or be kept at home, to help with
the Work. The help is welcome enough, but it is keeping
the group separate and intact that is the concern of the
Amish parents. Acculturation is not an objective the
Amish desire. The English population has no real compul -
sion to force acculturation upon them.g Warner says,"One K

of the most important factore in the acculturation in this
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rural area was the establishment of a community“high school

in Jonesville. As long as g erations of'N egians ’(Amish)'

grew up out in the country and attended only the rural grade
schools, first hand contact with Yankees '(non-Amish)' were

1
at a minimum.

dance center;would be a prelude to increased pressure for

teen-aged Amish boys and girls to attend until they reach
sixteen years of age at least. In 0hio~and Pennsylvania
“Amish Vocational Schools" have‘been organized to “meet the

attendance requirements of those states., The Amish in the

_Arthur area prefer to keep things as they are now, educa-

ime for 1earning

in the public hishf..schééi_ S
Justification of the imish rural attendance centers can-
- not be made on the basis of ilnaccessibility of the rural
resldences. The rural school bulldings do have one very
real deficiency,\a lack of plumbing.l Sinks are provided
for washing hands, but the water must be carried inside in
buckets and heated on hot plates. Allﬁpuildings have
electricity but none has a telsphone. jéuality of instruc-

.- tion cannot be evaluated here, but the rural locations
1

William Iloyd Warner,‘DemocracIein Joneeville, Harper,
New York, N.x.’ 1949. De 2 ) ,
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have some advantages, For example, interrui

frequent, and standing in line is not necessary more than

once a day. 3
To persons unacquainted,ﬁith the Amish denonmination,
the situation which forces the boys and girls to secure
only an eighth-grade rural school education and then to
drop out of school, seems at firsthglance to be one of
l'discrimination and segregation. The State Department of
Public Instruction could not condone such conditions 1f
they existed. Recognition by the Department must be ob-
tained before a consolidated district can receive its share
of the distributive fund Therefore the ultimate disposi-
tion of the problem is in the hands of the state officleals.
In many states Old Order Amish, Gonservatives, and Mennonites
f:have ‘met the problem of controlling their children"s edu--
cation by . establishing parochial schools. o
' The Conservative Mennonite Church near Arthur operates
the Maple Grove Christian Day School. In 1961..1962 an
enrollment of 53 puplls attended the school. Part of the.
expenses of the Christian Day School are met by tuition

charges to parents and the remainder are‘paid by'the church.

Evidences of Stability and Instability. The past genera-
tion has seen greater changes in‘rural living and has’ A‘
brought greater problems to the Amish trying to preserve
their traditional ways than any other period in the history

109 |
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of the group. Relative prosPerity, absence of religlous
fpersecution, ease of communication with and necessity for
“competition With outsiders have caused divisions in the

church that the rack and stake were unable to bring about

in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.

The greatest physical problem of the Amish is the scar-

city of farm land for sale or. rent Within driving distance
from the main body of the colony. A great deal of work is
R exchanged or done co-operatively by the Amish- Haying,

threshing, haulihg shelled corn, silo filling, butchering,

quilting, and preparing for church are only examples. Fami-

lies who live on the periphery of the colony are at a dis-
advantage. Time-consuming distances intervene between

them and the socio economic benefits accruing to Amish

church members. Some centripedal movements of familles
E

h;:oan be observed, but other families have taken their places
wf?in mostwciﬁes.kéﬂ_

To the residents of the north precinot of North Okaw
Township it seems that the colony 1s burgeoning inexor-
ably, but it can be seen from Plate II, page]]B;hat spread

in all directions at once 1g not occurring.’ Some land once

owned by Amish has been: sold to outsiders because of 1ts

distance from the rest of the colony, but sereral families
live on farms which are equally distant from Amish neigh--

gfxbors.
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‘Amish families ‘have not solved the problem of land short-

age by moving to town.% With the excepticn of two.families:n
1iving in Chesterville (Unincorporated) and two families 1n
Cadwell (21so0 unincorporated) there are no.01d~0rder Amish
families living in other than rural locatlons. ﬁoving to
town has followed leaving the church rather than the oppo-

site order of events.

' A good deal of out-migratlon has occurred. - In recent
years Amish femilies have moved to Kansas, Ohlo,. and Indi-
ana., Many more have followed a pattern of "going Conser-
vative" or "going Mennonite s then moving to other places:
to Florida,.Mississippi; Michigan, Missouri, as well as
Kensas and Indiana, and to Anna, Illinois where a group of
Conservative Amish boughq a one-throusand acre tract of

1 .
1and cooperatively.«, ‘éc

Futher Anstabllity is demonstrated by the former Amish
who have left the church. . At 1east twelve young people have
married non-Amish and non-Mennonite spousesvduring the_pest
ten years. Their children cannot be taught Pennsylvanla g
Dutch and one of the most effective bonds of the etimic EfW
group will be lost to.tnem., The Mennonites and Conserva- | it
tives conduct their church services inuEnglish, and speak
English in their homes, in contrast to the Pennsylvania . A
Dutch which is such a unifying factor among the 01d Order ;d“

Amish.
1 ,
 Interview with Jonas L. Miller, July 30, 1961




The requirements which have to be met 1n order to mar-

customs. ' The tempercture of milk cannot be reduced quick-
1y enough and far enough by setting the can 1n a tank of
freshly pumped water and stirring it. A cooler powered by
mechanical means 1s.necessary The Deisel‘or“gasoiineioen-
gine used to operate the cooler is used in many other ways
as weil; A milking machine, supplementary pump, battery
recharger, washer, and line shaft from whicn shop tools

can be operated are common. |

Other problems of technology are met individually as

" they cone'up. One hnndred ten-volt alternating current
’ may not ‘be used but storage batterles furnishing six volt
‘direct current are used for buggy lights and for electric
fences. AElectricfwoodworking'tools may be owned by car-
penters‘who work for‘cuétomerscheving'electricity.v Many

farm shops have a line shaft to run a’table saw, planer,

sander, grinder, drill press, lathe, J}ig saw, and the like.
Acetylene welders are common. Butane or propane gas may
be used for cooking, space heating, and refrigeration in- ;:‘
cluding deep freezing. 1It is hardvfor outslders to see 55\
logic in a ban against.an‘electric range;or refrigerator ["
and acceptance of similar appliances using bottled gas. |
Economic difficulties have not been insurmountable since

 the Depression of the 1930's. Several Amish farms were lost




then. _If he can obtain such 2 1oan, an Amish farmer will

[ ?u».,_.n

’obligate himself to repay a heavy indebtednessuat high in- |

”terest rates for what must seem to be an interminable
flength of time, without hesitation. Eallingyprices_for>
meat animals, milk, and eggs combinedAWith sharply rising
‘interest and tax rates work a severe hardship on the Amish.
:aIf farm buildings are in need of paint, the cause is not
4the owner s carelessness or apathy, but simply his lack of
ready cash at this time.»' | | ‘_ | ;

The formation of the offshoots, or separate denomina-
tions, Which has happened three times since 1936 indi-;
cates that the colony is breaking up to some degree. How-
ever, there has been an increase in total pOpulation of
Amish in spite of losses to the other sects.‘ In 19?6, the
= four Amish churches had a membership of 236 Ini1936 the

‘\(.‘- } v

f; five churches had a membership of 423 in Spite of the loss

of 243 members to the Mennonite church.' In 1954 132
;members Joined the Conservatives, and in 1958 32 others
joined the Beachy Amish church. More than holding its owm,
the Amish colony had a membershlp of 743 in 1961.

~ In Pennsylvania some families state proudly that their
members have all stayed with the O1d OrdervAmish Church,
but there are few, if any famllies in the Arthur community
which have no members in the more progressive groups. In

most cases, a renter whose landlord is Amish is required




cémpiéu’ rejec-

to move if he joins one oi’ 'bhe ofi‘shoots.
tion of relatives who' 'become members of Mennonite groups

wm o ~

does not occur, however.' Having a relative who omﬂ an

automobile seems to be regarded as' a convenience, and taxi

service l1ls supplied by relatives almost exclusively.
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e CHAPTER,IV
SUMMARY AND PROSPEOT

The Amish Mennonite denomination is one of the oldest

Protestant groups, ‘established by contemporaries of Iu-"

ther and Calvin, ‘and taking its designation from two
leaders, Menno Simons and Jacob Ammen. Their religlous
' ,beliefs and their conscientious objection to military

| service”nade them victims of relentless persecution. In
the eighteenth century}inmigration t0 Pennsylvania wasg
conpleted. Firm establishment of a modestlv‘prosperous
settlement there was followed by founding of colonies in
many other states and the province of Ontario.

" In'1865 three Anish families immigrated “to Illinots,”

and settled on the unbroken prairie near the village of

Arthur. Scarcity of wood and inadequacy of drainage made

1ife on the prairie difficult. After installation of tile
underdrainage and surface ditches, the native productivity
of the soll was successfully utilized for agriculture.
From the first, the colony grew steadily, doubling its
population every gemeration. -~ = °

Before about 1930, the distinctions between the Amish
and.their rural neighbors were almost entirely those of

1dress, language and religions“denomination. fAmish”people

" [Rae = R e v N




still dress in the manner of farmers in the German Palati-
nates during the eighteenth century, still use Pennsylvania
Dutch exclusively except when addressing & person who does
not understand it, st111 hold church services in homes of
the members, and still have even minute detalls of their
1ives encompassed by regulations of the church. At pre-
sent,,eoonomio differences are even greater thanﬁthe cul-
tural ones.~‘ o |

When mechanization came to the Gorn Belt and East Cen=
tral Illinols changed from a Mixed Farming Region to a
Cash Grain Reglon, the Amish people were subjected to tre-
mendous economic and soclal pressures. The church leaders
had placed a2 ban on telephones, electricity, and tractors.
In order to compete with non-Amish farmers who were expand-
ing their holdings rapidly with the help of 1ebor saving
machinery, approximately one-third of the population of
the 0ld Order Amish ethnic group became members of other
| Amish-Mennonite denominations, Differences among the four
denominations which comprise the entire ethnic island, are
malnly in dress and farming methods.

The 014 Order Amish use horses exclusively for field
‘work and for transportetion. On their small farms, averag-
ing 79 acres in size, they turn to account the abundant la-
bor supply provided by their large famllies 1n intensive
'management practices. Thelr small dalry herds utillize the
soil-building legumes grown to maintaln soll fertility and

11
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tilth. Large numbers of hogs are ralsed, laytnérflocks,are
nearly uﬁiversal, and turkeyé are grownion‘an.integrated.
basis. R «» B | |
Agriculture is by far the most important industry of this h}
entirely rural group. A few persons supply the special |

needs of thelr people for buggies, harness, repalrs to horse-ﬁf

drawn machinery, and the like. Amish carpenters do all the
donstruction work for thelr own people, but no 01d drder
Amish public‘dbntracfor 1s in business at present. A new
cabinet-maker's shopihas Just opened. Custom processing
vegetables and meat forlkhe generél public provides season- Hv
al work for several persons. |

The rapidly expanding population has been accommodated
in two ways. The area of the Amish settlement has been .
enlarged steadily. Small farms with good buildings are
especlally attractive to Amish purcﬁasers.' Many non-Amish
landowners renﬁ farms to Amish or Mennonite farmers because
6£ their reputations for thrift, honesty, and dependa-
bility. Many young farmers with families of small child-
ren have moved to one of the Amish settlements in surround-
' ing states to allow room for younger brothers or sisters
on the home farm,

That symbol of old-fashioned rural lisolation, the one-

‘room school, still exlsts in Central I1linois for the ex-~

clusive use of Amlish pupils. The rapid acculturation of




Amish young people that high school attendance could bring
about has been sucoesefully resisted by the Old Order
Amish. To date, in Illinois, Amish pupils drop out of
school after completing the eighth grade. In some states,
parochlal schools have been organized. j o

—~ The 01d Order Amieh have maintained their stability and
uniformity and give every indication of continuing in thelr
established patterns. The Amish have been able 1o in-
crease thelr membership and to purchase more of the high
priced land that their competitors had used for cash grain
excluslvely. The tremendoae socialiand economio pressures
now affecting them from the outside are no greater than the
pressures that other generations successfully Withetood,
Short of a cataclysmic natlional disaster, which they would
be more likely to survive than most of the rest of the pop-
ulation of this country, 1t is hard to predict that their
gronp couid be broken up by.governmentai action or by
economlc contingencles. -

The 01d Order Amish have gained nation-wlde publicity be-
cause of thelr obJjections to governmental regulatlons in the
fields of education, farming methods,'socialtsecnrity, and
mllitary service. It is hoped that the:officials of Il-
linols can see their way clear to agree with the judge of a

Federal District COourt in Pennsylvania who Said, "I want
you to now that whatever we do here,_wevare not 1acking in

sympathy. Simplicity alwaje has been the aim and hope of

’
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the‘philosopher and religious teacher. We appreclate what

you are trying to do and we hope you will keep on. We
hope the big state of Pemnsylvania (Illinois) will make

room for you people because you are interfering with no
oge." 1 I |

1 New York Times, Dec. 2, 1937, p. 2, col. 4 y
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